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Introduction 

Capitol Lake is a 260-acre lake located on the Washington State Capitol Campus in Olympia and 
Tumwater. It was created in 1951 when a dam was constructed at the mouth of the Deschutes River, 
blocking the tidal action of Puget Sound, to form a reflecting pool for the Legislative (Capitol) Building. 
 
Since May 7, 2008 Northwest Aquatic Management, LLC has managed noxious and aquatic weeds in and 
around Capitol Lake under the direction of the State of Washington Department of Enterprise Services.   
 
Those noxious weeds included Eurasian Watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum), Yellow Flag Iris 
(Iris pseudacorus) Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) and Fragrant White Water lily 
(Nymphaea odorata). Other macrophytes observed in and around Capitol Lake were: 

· Elodea (Egaria canadensis) 
· Coontail (Ceratophyllum demersum) 
· Large-leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton amplifolius) 
· Thin-Leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton nodosus) 
· Curlyleaf Pondweed (Potamogeton crispus) 
· White Stem Pondweed (Potamogeton praelongus)  
· Brittlewort (Nitella)  

 
Non-aquatic noxious weeds observed, 

· Butterfly Bush 
· Japanese Knotweed 

 
In the peak of the weed growing season it is estimated that 80% of the lakebed is covered with 
native vegetation. 
 
Capitol Lake is a rapidly changing eco-system, which responds differently every year to various 
environmental conditions.  
 
Significant changes observed in recent years include: 

¶ Explosive spread of Thin-Leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton nodosus)  

¶ Deposition of sediments 

¶ Infestation of New Zealand Mud Snails 

¶ Increase in Eurasian Watermilfoil 
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Capitol Lake 2015 ς Eurasian Milfoil Infestation 
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Capitol Lake 2016 ς Eurasian Milfoil Infestation 

 


